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IoT Open-Source Project Crafts Software RFPs, Validates Vendors
London (11 May 2017): The largest trade organization serving the Internet of Things sector, the IoT
M2M Council, has announced that it will develop RFP documents that can be used as templates to
procure IoT software. The group intends to bring together its leadership committee, comprised of senior
IoT buyers from Fortune 500s, with solutions providers to develop the documents in an open-source
process, hosted by a wiki website. Once finished, the IMC plans to validate participating software
vendors as being compliant, and to integrate lists of these solutions providers into the published RFPs.
“There’s been an explosion in the number of IoT software vendors, and there are no clear-cut categories
for these platforms. A plurality of IMC Adopter Members says that they are looking to buy software, and
need hands-on procurement tools. The systems are complicated, and we feel that we can provide real
utility with these reference materials,” says Joel Young, IMC Chairman and CTO of IoT solutions provider
Digi International. The RFPs will address different vertical-market applications, and will be broken into
functional sections, such as connectivity management, device management, and data analytics.
The IMC plans to promote the finished RFPs among its 20,000 thousand rank-and-file members – mostly
enterprise users and OEMs – as well as outside of its membership. The IMC has posted outline
documents on its wiki (www.imcrfps.wikispaces.com), and information is also available at its website.
Development of final documents is expected to take place over the next month, with validation of
participating vendors to begin shortly thereafter. Publication of the final RFPs, complete with integrated
lists of validated vendors, is expected in September.
“The concept is to bring buyers and sellers of IoT solutions together with a common language and
expectations. We feel that software platforms are a great place to start, given the state of the market,
but we don’t intend to stop there. We expect to begin work on RFP sets for connectivity services in the
fall, followed quickly by various categories of hardware, integration services, and more,” says Young.
About IoT M2M Council (IMC)
The London-based IMC is the largest and fastest-growing trade group dedicated to the global IoT/M2M
sector – with over 20,000 members joining since February of 2014. Board Member-Companies include
Aeris, Digi International, HPE, Ingenu, Inmarsat, Intel, KORE, ORBCOMM, MultiTech, PTC, Re-Teck,
Semtech, SIGFOX, Telit, Verizon, Vodafone, and Wipro. For more information, visit
www.iotm2mcouncil.org.

